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Islam is unfortunately a social system as well as a
religion ; and herein lies the great difficulty of fairly
estimating its good and its bad influence on the world.
It is but in the nature of things that the teacher who
lays down the law of the relation of man to G-od
should also endeavour to appoint the proper relation
between man and his neighbour. Christianity was un-
doubtedly a social even more than a religious reform,
but the social regulations were too indefinite, or at
all events too impracticable, for any wide acceptance
among the professors of the religion, Islam was less
fortunate. Mohammad not only promulgated a re-
ligion ; he laid down the elements of a social system,
containing minute regulations for a man's conduct in
various circumstances of life, with due rewards or penal-
ties according to his fulfilment of these rules. As a
religion Islam is great; it lias taught men to worship
one God with a pure worship who formerly worshipped
many gods impurely. As a social system Islam is a
complete failure : it has misunderstood the relation of
the sexes, upon which the whole character of a nation's
life hangs, and, by degrading women, has degraded
each successive generation of their children clown an
increasing scale of infamy and corruption, until it
seems almost impossible to reach a lower level of
vice.

The fatal spot in Islam is the degradation of women.
The true test of a nation's place in the ranks of civili-
sation is the position of its women. When they are
held in reverence,, when it is considered the most
infamous of crimes to subject a woman to dishonour,